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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY – JUNE 4, 2019 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

 
The regular meeting of the Martin County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by Chairwoman Kathy Smith.  Commissioners present were Steve Flohrs, Richard Koons, 
Tom Mahoney, Kathy Smith, and Elliot Belgard.  Also present were Scott Higgins, Martin 
County Coordinator, Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, Jason Sorensen, Sentinel Newspaper, 
Rod Halvorsen, City of Lakes Media, Julie Walters, Administrative Assistant, and members of 
staff and public. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the agenda for the June 4, 2019, regular 
Board of Commissioners meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the minutes of the May 21, 2019, 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Tammie Hested, Family Resource Coordinator with Minnesota Valley Action Council (MVAC), 
along with Martin County Summer Youth Intern Program participants, were present to introduce 
themselves to the commissioners and to share what business they are interning with in Martin 
County over the summer.  Hested noted the Program was able to fund seventeen (17) interns this 
summer due to $7,000.00 in additional funds received from the FEDA Board. 
  
Lizzie Subbert  - Mayo Radiology 
McKenna Mathews - Associate Optometry 
Laura Hartke  - Center for Specialty Care 
Holly Petrowiak - City of Fairmont Economic Development 
Nathan Larson  - Martin Soil and Water Conservation District 
Sam Schwieger - Martin Soil and Water Conservation District 
Matt Trueblood - Ad Mfg. 
Sophie Shelgren - Mayo Speech Pathology 
Hilary Shelgren - Center for Specialty Care 
Kenlie Pytleski - Project 1590 
Kassidy Larson - MVAC/CareerForce 
Hannah Johnson - Fairmont CER 
Ben Huinker  - Easy Automation 
Madison Reischal - Fairmont Vet Clinic Lab  
Tyler Johnson  - Easy Automation 
Cody Lane  - TPI 
Alexis Bass  - Kahler Automation 
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Hested invited the commissioners to attend an end of program recognition event for the interns 
on Thursday, August 1, 2019, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn in Fairmont. 
 
Lenny Tvedten, Martin County Historical Society, was present to thank the Board for the 
continued support and to formally request the CY2020 Budget Allocation for the Martin County 
Historical Society.  Tvedten reviewed various services the Martin County Historical Society 
Board provides including the Martin County School Program, Digitization of all of the county 
newspapers, and facility upgrades including the Archive Room, Railway Motors Room, and 
installation of LED lighting throughout the museum. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby receive and file the CY2020 Budget Allocation 
Request received from the Martin County Historical Society in the amount of $20,000.00.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
At this time the Board recognized Nancy Kunkel’s retirement and presented her with a clock 
inscribed with Kunkel’s years of service to the citizens of Martin County as Account Tech I in 
the Recorder’s Office (May 7, 2003 through June 5, 2019). 
 
Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, was present to review the proposed Prosecution Contract 
with the City of Fairmont for services in providing prosecution of statutory gross misdemeanor, 
misdemeanor and petty misdemeanor violations, other than liquor licenses or permits issued by 
the City of Fairmont, and also to provide for prosecutions of municipal traffic and parking 
ordinance violations.  MN Statutes allow for governmental units to enter into such agreements.  
The term of the agreement is for six months commencing upon the approval of the Fairmont City 
Council and proposed that the City of Fairmont will pay the County $150/hour for the time spent 
in furnishing prosecution services per the contract, as well as reimburse for County Attorney’s 
Office out of pocket expenses (i.e. filing fees, witness fees, investigation costs, etc.). 
 
Viesselman noted I drafted a proposed contract between the County Attorney’s Office and the 
City of Fairmont for doing their prosecution services since as you know they no longer have a 
city attorney there and we’re currently handling their prosecution on an interim basis until we get 
this short term contract agreed upon.  The city asked that this contract is for a six month term 
which will allow them to explore all of their options.  So this will only be for six months and the 
city will pay $150/hour.  When it does expire if they decide not to go with an in-house attorney 
and they’re going to contract out their services then we would submit a proposal to do their 
prosecutions.  Viesselman went on to note this is our expertise, prosecuting, and we already do 
the greater weight of prosecution for the City of Fairmont.  Viesselman recommends approval of 
the proposed Prosecution Contract. 
 
Discussion ensued pertaining to if there is a need for the County Attorney’s Office to bring on 
additional support staff and an attorney at this point in time. 
 
After discussion, 
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Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after review and consideration of the proposed 
Prosecution Contract with the City of Fairmont, hereby approve the Agreement as proposed to 
include services that provide prosecution of statutory gross misdemeanor, misdemeanor and 
petty misdemeanor violations, other than liquor licenses or permits issued by the City of 
Fairmont, and also to provide for prosecutions of municipal traffic and parking ordinance 
violations, and the term of the Agreement is for six months commencing upon approval of the 
Fairmont City Council.  The City of Fairmont will pay the County $150/hour for the time spent 
in furnishing prosecution services per the Agreement, as well as reimburse for County Attorney’s 
Office out-of-pocket expenses.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Scott Higgins, Martin County Coordinator, noted the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office has received an 
application and other required paperwork from Richard Koons, d/b/a Fox Lake Tack & Trading 
Co. for renewal of its Liquor, Wine, Club or 3.2% License.  Higgins also noted that all 
paperwork is in order. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize renewal of Liquor, Wine, 
Club or 3.2% License for Richard Koons, d/b/a Fox Lake Tack & Trading Co. located at 8 Main 
Street in Welcome, Minnesota, effective June 7, 2019 through June 6, 2020.  Those voting in 
favor:  Commissioners Mahoney, Smith, Belgard and Flohrs.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  
Commissioner Koons.  Motion carries. 
 
Jim Miller, Martin County Veterans Memorial Committee member, was present to provide a 
committee update and request usage of funds from the already established $20,000 Perpetual 
Care Fund for the Martin County Veterans Memorial. 
 
Miller noted we’ve been working with Steve Chase, a former resident of Fairmont, veteran, and 
an authorized representative of the Minnesota Department of Administrative Surplus.  Chase has 
located a helicopter in California and our county veteran’s memorial is in the running to receive 
this.  Any donations for receipt from surplus have to go government to government otherwise we 
could go about and try and purchase this.  There’s no assurance that says that we’re going to 
receive this helicopter.  Minnesota or Martin County is one of five and we’ve got a 50/50 chance 
of receiving this helicopter.  Minnesota has not received anything over the recent period.  
Probably the last one would be the helicopter which is in Belle Plaine, Minnesota.  The screening 
on this ends on June 9th so if accepted the County will have to pay $3,500 for the fee and an 
estimated cost of about $4,000 of transportation costs through Baarts Trucking (of Northrop, 
MN).  We’ve already made arrangements with Larry Baarts to bring this helicopter from 
California here to Martin County.  So we’re here to ask that the County pay the $3,500 and the 
transportation cost of about $4,000 from the $20,000 perpetual fund which has already been 
allocated for us.  Also in addition through surplus we were able to get a laptop computer and a 
printer for $120.  So that would be an additional cost.  Of that $20,000 if the County has that 
designated for something else we still would ask that the County pay this, if we get accepted, and 
we would reimburse you.   
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Miller went on to note we currently have about $105,000 cash on hand to proceed with the 
memorial site for the continued features of the display.  We already have an entrance sign, we 
have a flagpole and flag there and the granite wall is already there.  We still have to put a cap on 
that granite.  We also just recently were granted $100,000 from the Minnesota Legacy Fund.  
This is going to be divvied out over a two year period - $50,000 which will be available to us 
after July 1 and then assuming July 1 of next year the other $50,000.  Unfortunately, we also had 
a $400,000 bond request into the state and have heard that we are not getting that $400,000.  
With the $50,000 grant and the current cash we’ll be able to proceed with drainage, electrical, 
landscaping and plus we also would like to put some bronze statues in the front of it which will 
be a presentation area.  Our current plan is to have a Legionnaire and a VFW member presenting 
a flag to a bereaved and the statue is probably going to be $120,000 plus.  So, what we’re 
looking to do is use our cash for those future expenditures.  So once again if we get this 
helicopter we are requesting that the County pay for it out of that $20,000 perpetual fund.   
 
Commissioner Belgard noted first of all I’d say we want that helicopter; but, this $20,000 was 
very specifically set aside for other reasons, for the care of the memorial. 
 
Commissioner Flohrs inquired is there any other place you could take that $3,500 and leave the 
$20,000 alone? 
 
Higgins noted the Board has the authority to authorize the expenditure. 
 
Chairwoman Smith noted the $20,000 is something that we shouldn’t dip into, it is for the future 
care and maintenance of the veteran’s memorial. 
 
Miller noted so once again June 9th is the screening deadline on there and we’ll find out whether 
or not the State of Minnesota or Martin County Veterans Memorial is accepted.  So the $120.00 
for the computer, we’ll take care of that then; but, it will have to be paid out of Martin County 
Funds and we will reimburse you.   
 
Higgins noted it’s a part of the procurement process that the County has to pay for it…they (a not 
for profit) can’t pay for it so the money will be paid by the County and reimbursed by the 
Veterans Committee. 
 
After further discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve proposed procurement of a helicopter 
through the Minnesota Department of Administrative Surplus for the Martin County Veterans 
Memorial site in the amount of $3,500; and that the Martin County Veterans Memorial 
Committee will reimburse Martin County for the helicopter procurement.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Kevin Peyman, County Engineer, was present and opened a brief discussion regarding lawn 
mowing at the Martin County Veterans Memorial site.  Peyman noted we talked about the 
mowing last year and so far we’re still doing the mowing and sending our mower down to the 
site from our shop.   Peyman went on to note eventually, once the construction is done and things 
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are settled down out there, the City (of Fairmont) has a mower that they are using to mow the 
adjacent baseball and softball fields anyway so I am hopeful that the City (of Fairmont) will 
eventually take over the mowing.  Peyman will continue mowing for now and will talk again 
with the City engineer once things get settled in a little bit more at the memorial site. 
 
Peyman next presented a Highway Department Update including scheduled sealcoating to begin 
the week after the 4th of July holiday; currently sealing driveways and thistle spraying; noted the 
County’s gravel roads are firming up for blading; County Road 132 by Fox Lake is still closed 
due to water; and CSAH 54 Grading and Bridge Replacement project. 
 
Jeff Markquart, Martin County Sheriff, was present to request authorization for recruitment of a 
full time Correctional Officer position.  Markquart noted the full time position is included in the 
CY2019 Sheriff’s Office budget. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Belgard, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment to fill a full 
time Correctional Officer position with the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Markquart presented a Martin County Jail Population update including twenty-two (22) in-
house; fourteen (14) out-of-county; and six (6) on Electronic Home Monitoring (EHM). 
 
Higgins noted the County Board of Equalization meets at 6:30 p.m. on June 18, 2019, and 
recommends changing the regularly scheduled commissioner meeting time on June 18 from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve changing the regularly scheduled 
commissioner meeting time on June 18, 2019, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mike Forstner, Martin County Drainage Administrator, was present to recommend setting a 
hearing date for JD #48 Replacement and Hydraulic Capacity of Bridges and Culverts per MN 
Statute 103E.721.  Forstner noted that the Drainage Administration Office had received a request 
from Mr. Lowell Spee to change the capacity on JD #48 and that his request was forwarded to 
Kurt Deter (legal counsel for Drainage Matters to the County Board).  Deter recommended he 
would like to have a Repair Petition signed to be able to defend why the Board is looking into 
changing the capacity.  Should that happen, the Board can order an engineer to review the 
capacity and submit a report and then from there we’d have a hearing.  If the engineer 
recommends there should be a size change then the Board can order that as a repair and not an 
improvement. 
 
Forstner went on to note Mr. Spee wanted this item to be on the agenda and it was added before I 
heard back from Kurt Deter.  When I did hear back from Kurt Deter about whether or not a 
petition was required, he recommended that a general repair petition be signed by Mr. Spee 
before the Board ordered an engineer to do a study.  After explaining that to Mr. Spee, he was 
hesitant as he feels that will void an agreement that states who is responsible for the maintenance 
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of the structure.  Therefore, without a petition I recommend that the Board table this issue until a 
petition is brought forward.  
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Drainage Authority for Martin County, 
hereby table setting a hearing date and time for JD #48 Replacement and Hydraulic Capacity of 
Bridges and Culverts.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Forstner reviewed a map and location of a proposed hog barn site in Section 33 of Westford 
Township and recommends a tile reroute on JD #66 around the proposed hog barn site as there is 
no other ideal location for the proposed hog barn.  Forstner noted all costs to reroute the tile will 
be paid by the landowner (Mr. Fowler) only and that the reroute will be kept at a minimum of 50 
feet away from the hog barn site. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, acting as the Drainage Authority for Martin County, 
hereby approve and authorize the reroute on JD #66 around proposed hog barn site as indicated 
on map in Section 33 of Westford Township; and that expenses incurred for the reroute on JD 
#66 will be the responsibility of Mr. Fowler.  Carried unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT Transactions to be paid June 4, 2019. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Belgard, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT 
Transactions to be paid on June 4, 2019, and includes the Martin County Highway Department 
and Drainage bills as presented.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Warrants received and paid June 4, 2019, are registered on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 
as follows: 
 
Revenue Fund – Warrants Approved June 4, 2019    $  42,259.19 
Solid Waste Management Fund      $439,520.40 
Human Services Fund        $293,898.09 
Building-CIP-Fund        $    5,987.25 
Bank Building Fund        $       184.50 
Refunding Fund        $    3,764.85 
         Total $785,614.28 
 
Road and Bridge Funds Totaled      $  35,649.25 
Martin County Ditch Funds Totaled      $118,852.79 
 
The Board reviewed reports and announcements including CY2020 Budget Allocation Request 
received from Minnesota Valley Action Council; Integrity Employee Benefits Sheets; MCIT 



7 
 

Board Vacancy Letter; and Invitation to participate in the Sherburn Holiday Festival Parade to be 
held on Sunday, June 16, 2019, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby receive and file the CY2020 Budget Allocation 
Request received from Minnesota Valley Action Council in the amount of $11,869.00.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Chairwoman Smith reviewed two Building Committee agenda items that were discussed at 
yesterday’s Building Committee meeting (June 3, 2019):  removal of one parking stall in the 
LEC parking lot due to sighting on exit; and building of a wall for an office space in the current 
copy machine/mail room for the new Human Resources Manager. 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars of previous and upcoming meetings and activities:  May 
21, 2019 – Interviews for Human Resources Manager position; May 22, 2019 – Human Services 
meeting and Convention and Visitors Bureau meeting; May 23, 2019 – Emergency 
Communications Board meeting in the morning at Mankato, Minnesota, South Central 
Emergency Medical Services meeting in the afternoon at Eagle Lake, Minnesota, meeting with 
Department Directors and DDA Staff for Comp Study Revised Job Descriptions; May 27, 2019 – 
Memorial Day Holiday Observed – Courthouse Closed; May 28, 2019 – Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting at 5:30 p.m. and Fairmont Area Kinship meeting; May 29, 2019 – South 
Central Minnesota Multi County HRA meeting in North Mankato, Minnesota; June 3, 2019 – 
Martin County EDA meeting at 5:15 p.m.., Rural Minnesota Energy Board meeting in Slayton, 
Minnesota, Beyond the Yellow Ribbon meeting, and Building Committee meeting; June 5, 2019 
– AMC’s District 7 Spring meeting at St. James, Minnesota, and Martin County Veterans 
Memorial Committee meeting; June 7, 2019 – Human Services Executive Board meeting a5 9:30 
a.m. and F-M Joint County Transit Executive Board meeting at 8:00 a.m.; June 11, 2019 – 
Library Board meeting and Insurance Committee meeting; June 12, 2019 – Extension Committee 
meeting at 8:00 a.m.; June 13, 2019 – Soil and Water meeting; June 14, 2019 – Prairieland 
meeting, F-M Joint County Transit Full Board meeting and Personnel Committee meeting; June 
18, 2019 – next regular Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:30 p.m. – Commissioners Meeting 
Room – Martin County Courthouse and Board of Equalization meeting at 6:30 p.m. – 
Commissioners Meeting Room – Martin County Courthouse. 
 
With no further business to wit,  
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to adjourn the meeting.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Kathy Smith, Board Chair 
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ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
 


